Celebrating 10 Years
2011 to 2021

A Message of Gratitude: Thank You!
What a difference 10 years makes.
It all began in 2011 as an informal meeting of
attorneys gathered in Donna Peel’s kitchen.
Most had entered new phases in their legal
careers: They were caring for family, considering
retirement, or transitioning to new jobs. They all
were looking for a way to use their experience
to bridge an increasing gap in the need for free
legal services in Illinois. Fast-forward 10 years.
The need for free legal services continues to
grow, and PBN has grown with it.
In 2021, PBN celebrates 10 years of creating
meaningful change in our community. Our mission-driven commitment to clients and volunteers has not wavered. Over the past two years,
as a global pandemic upended much of how we
all live and work, and as long-standing racial injustices were catapulted to the foreground of our
collective consciousness, PBN met challenges

with resolve, and with the same creativity and
dedication upon which we were founded. We
adapted our projects to offer services online that
formerly were provided only in person, added
projects to address new and increasing needs,
and redirected resources to reach more underserved residents, with special focus on those
directly impacted by racial inequities.
We are humbled and honored to lead PBN as
we embark upon our second decade. We extend
heartfelt thanks to the volunteers, partner agencies, staff, consultants, board members, advisory
council, donors, and other friends for their ongoing commitment and support, without which
PBN’s work would be impossible. We also want
to thank our clients for showing us what real perseverance looks like. They inspire us, now more
than ever, to bring justice to those in need.

Jay Harris, President
Board of Directors

Linda Rio
Executive Director

Since 2011

400+ PBN volunteers donated
25,000+ hours to more than
4,500+ clients for more than
$6.25 million in free legal services.
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Impact Over 10 Years
25,000+ Volunteer Hours
2013–2020
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Total number of volunteer hours and clients served is representative of the full 10 years.
Graph data covers the years indicated.

Partner Agencies
PBN identifies gaps in legal representation,
then develops projects with local legal aid
agencies to close those gaps. These are the
partner agencies PBN has worked with
since 2011.

African American Christian Foundation
Ascend Justice
Cabrini Green Legal Aid
CARPLS
Center for Disability and Elder Law
Chicago Bar Association
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless
Chicago Legal Advocacy for
Incarcerated Mothers
Constitutional Rights Foundation
Chicago
Illinois Legal Aid Online
Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing
Legal Aid Chicago
Legal Council for Health Justice
Metropolitan Family Services
Legal Aid Society
National Immigrant Justice Center
Prairie State Legal Services
Public Interest Law Initiative
The Resurrection Project
Sarah’s Inn
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PBN Mission

Transforming lives
by increasing access
to legal representation
PBN Model Increases Access to Legal Aid
More than 85 percent1 of the civil legal needs of low-income Americans go unmet every year.
The legal aid community cannot meet the large and increasing demand for its services. And many
attorneys want to provide pro bono legal services, but they lack a workable model to do so. Pro
Bono Network (PBN) provides the link between attorneys who want to help and the needs of the
clients and legal aid community. We remove barriers and provide the support structure to make it
easier for volunteer attorneys to help low-income people receive critical legal services. We work
with attorneys, many of whom are taking time off to care for children or elderly family members,
have retired, or who work in legal settings unable to provide the support they need. PBN’s model
facilitates access to justice for more clients, and access to workable volunteering opportunities.
PBN is helping more people to get the legal aid they need.
Over the past 10 years, PBN has recruited and supported 400 volunteer attorneys who have
contributed 25,000 volunteer hours to help 4,500 clients which equates to approximately $6.25M
in free legal services.

Engages attorneys
who otherwise
would not be
volunteering
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Provides
comprehensive
training and support
to facilitate volunteer
success

Offers
volunteers time
commitment
options

Provides
flexibility by
partnering attorneys
to ensure client and
case coverage

Making a Difference
Champion of Justice Award
PBN received the 2021 Champion of Justice award
from Ascend Justice for our commitment to individuals
and families impacted by gender-based violence and
the child welfare system.
Volunteers of the Year
PBN volunteers have been recognized for their
contributions to pro bono legal services in 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020 by Legal Aid Chicago.
Sheila Pont, Donna Peel, and Julie Renehan

Pro Bono Leader
with the Pro Bono Initiative Award from PILI.
PBN was recognized as a Pro Bono Leader by the
American Bar Association (ABA) Center for Pro Bono.
In 2020, our volunteer attorneys helped 126 individuals needing pro bono legal advice via its
Free Legal Answers™ online portal. PBN also received this award in 2019.
Distinguished Service Award
During its Light Up the Loop awards event in 2021, CDEL recognized the contributions of PBN and
our volunteers through their Distinguished Service Award. We received the honor in 2016 as well.

Pro Bono Initiative Award
In 2016, the Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI) recognized PBN with its Pro Bono Initiative award for
our outstanding contributions to public interest law and pro bono legal work in Illinois.
Friend of the Year
In 2013, the Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing (LCBH) recognized PBN for the advocacy
provided to clients in tenant-landlord disputes.

Volunteerism Award
In 2012, PBN was recognized by the Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago (CRFC) with its
Volunteerism Award.

“I volunteer with PBN because the work and support
makes it easy for me to alter the life paths of my fellow humans
for the better. The work we do and the stories we change
have a lasting impact on our clients and ourselves.”
~ Shama, Attorney Volunteer, Former Board Member
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The Ripple Effect of Representation

“I know that if
it wasn’t for
Pro Bono Network,
I would not
be where I am
or who I am today.”
~ Kenia, Immigration Client

TW // sexual assault, child abuse
My story is hard to tell, but I choose
to tell it. Not a lot of people are
aware there is power in their words
and experiences, and I know my
case is not the only case. If I can encourage
volunteerism or give hope to others to fight for
themselves or advocate for others, I want to
speak up. Because of the help that was given
to me, I will give them strength. I know that if
it wasn’t for Pro Bono Network, I would not be
where I am or who I am today.

There were times I remembered how he
smelled or something else awful, and it would
momentarily paralyze me.

I was less than one year old when I came to
the United States with my mother, who was
fleeing a violent situation. When I was about
five, my step dad’s nephew temporarily moved
in with us. He sexually assaulted and abused
me for about a year. He would lure me into our
basement with candy or come into my room.
When my mom discovered what happened, she
worked closely with law enforcement to try to
have him arrested, but he fled.

In high school, I felt even more lost and without
a clear pathway for my future. I began looking
for ways to obtain legal residency in the U.S.
and learned about the U Visa. I was uncertain
about pursuing a U Visa because I knew it
would be difficult to recall all of my past trauma
to prove that I was a victim of crime. I sought
help from a legal aid agency, which put me in
contact with PBN and volunteer attorney Patti
Marino.

I experienced anxiety and depression, and had
to learn how to handle my feelings in therapy.

Patti was my rock throughout the process. I
had to recount and document all of the abuse
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“There would be times I remembered how
he smelled, or something else awful, and it
would momentarily paralyze me.”

and put it on display. Going to the police station
to ask for your rape report is not easy. Patti
literally took my hand, walked me through the
process, and did everything she could to make
me comfortable.

and certification, they are able to obtain
employment and even work toward starting
their own businesses. I am also working on my
accounting degree.
“What surprised me the most, is the ripple
effect of representation. An impact was
made on everyone connected to me.”

Volunteer attorney Patti holds a photo
of Kenia and her mother.

Having assistance to apply for my work
authorization while waiting for a decision on
my case helped to ease the burden. This
allowed me to juggle a 50-hour a work week
with full-time classes, making it possible to pay
for college. Honestly, I think it was due to my
experience with PBN that I was able to keep
going. I knew I had people advocating for me
and cheering me on.
Beyond the legal work, working with PBN
has given me so many valuable life skills, like
communicating professionally via email, on
the phone, and in meetings. These skills have
helped me in my career.

During my experience with PBN, what
surprised me the most was the ripple effect
of representation. Not only was their impact
positive on me, but also on everyone connected
to me. After my mother and I both received U
Visas, we were both able to become permanent
U.S. residents. We could travel to Mexico and
see our family for the first time in more than
20 years. For my mom to see her father after
decades of being apart, and for me to meet all
of my family meant the world to us. Sadly, my
grandfather passed away in January 2021 from
COVID, but we are grateful that we had the
opportunity to spend time with him before he
passed, especially my mom.
Feeling physically and emotionally connected
with extended family was something I would
have never known had it not been for the help
and care PBN provided. Before I started this
process, I couldn’t imagine having a career, not
to mention making long-term goals for myself.
I am evidence of how this organization can
completely change someone’s life.
Kenia’s mother and grandfather celebrate
reuniting after more than 20 years.

“Working with PBN has given me so many
valuable life skills, which have helped me
so much in my career.”
I am now a program administrator for Fast
Lane Automotive Training which focuses
on skills training for the underserved and
underrepresented, helping people returning
to their communities and families after being
incarcerated. Once they receive training
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Serving Seniors
Senior Clinics
PBN volunteer attorneys provide peace of mind
to hundreds of underserved seniors in Cook
and DuPage counties by offering assistance on
a range of legal issues, from landlord-tenant
disputes and commercial fraud to drafting
powers of attorney, wills, and other end-of-life
documents.

Social Security
Benefits Reconsideration
Applying for Social Security benefits can be
complicated. Further, the initial denial rate is
greater than 80 percent2 and, without legal
assistance, most denials are upheld during
the appeals process. PBN volunteer attorneys
help improve these odds for clients by
assessing Social Security records, reviewing
and gathering additional medical evidence,
and submitting written arguments to claims
adjudicators.

Wills
PBN volunteer attorneys help ensure the
end-of-life wishes for low-income seniors
are recorded through a process involving client
interviews, explanation of available options, and
collection of relevant information.

“PBN’s Senior Clinic was the most valuable
activity offered where I live.”
~ Jim, Client

“CDEL depends
on PBN for its
community-based
programs. Working
with PBN means
clients are treated with
dignity and respect...
PBN’s mission
allows us to fulfill
our mission.”
~ Caroline Manley, Executive Director,
Center for Disability and Elder Law
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Serving Families
83% of victims
represented by an
attorney successfully
obtained a protective
order, versus 32%
without representation.3

Adult Guardianship
Guardianship offers a solution to help adults
who are not capable of making decisions on
their own, such as where to live or when to seek
medical treatment. PBN has two projects helping
people navigate this complex court process. In
one, volunteer attorneys assist clients in drafting
documents for people seeking to become guardians
for family members; in the other, they file and
represent clients through the final hearing.

Divorce
Divorce can be a critical step in moving on from
a difficult or dangerous marriage. Even after
deciding to pursue a divorce, following it through
to the end can be challenged by burdensome
costs, paperwork, and the complexity of the legal
processes involved. PBN volunteer attorneys
help clients get the closure they seek by learning
about their situations, completing court filings, and
managing cases through to the end.

Domestic Violence and
Orders of Protection Litigation
When someone is looking to leave an abusive
relationship, getting an order of protection may be a
critical step—and an intimidating one. PBN provides
coordinated access to free legal services for those
seeking such orders. PBN volunteer attorneys work
with clients whose cases are handled at suburban
courthouses, representing them though their
hearing for a plenary order of protection.

“The client told me
how much PBN had
helped her by being calm,
empathetic, and clear
in explaining the
legal process.”
~ Donna, Attorney Volunteer

Incarcerated Mothers Clinic
Almost 60 percent of women in state and federal
prisons and nearly 80 percent of women in local jails
have minor children.4 To reduce the destabilizing
and harmful effects on children of parental
incarceration and to give mothers the best chance
of maintaining intact families, PBN volunteers meet
with incarcerated moms to advise them on familyrelated issues and, when appropriate, do necessary
legal research and complete associated documents.
8

Serving Communities
Expungement
After paying their debt to society, people with
criminal records should have a chance to lead
productive lives and care for their families.
However, a record can impede such efforts,
thwarting the ability to get a job, pursue an
education, and find a place to live, even
decades later. PBN’s project helps individuals
seeking to move on from their pasts clear their
records, as permitted by state law. Volunteer
attorneys assist by collecting information
and documents, completing forms, and filing
petitions.

Lawyers in the Classroom

Veterans’ Clinics

PBN brings volunteer attorneys into classrooms
in underserved communities to work with
second- through eighth-grade students,
teaching them about the U.S. Constitution,
the American legal system, and how they can
become involved in law-related careers.

Illinois is home to an estimated one million
veterans and active service members, whose
needs for free legal help continues to grow. PBN
volunteer attorneys staff legal clinics for lowincome veterans to answer legal questions and
draft documents, offering discussion on issues
ranging from end-of-life documents (powers
of attorney, living wills, etc.) to family law and
credit issues.

Online Legal Counseling
For some low-income Illinois residents, the only
place they can access free legal advice is online.
PBN volunteers, supported by subject matter
experts, research and respond to questions
posted on the ABA’s Free Legal Answers portal.

Tenant Advocacy and
Eviction Assistance
Our volunteer attorneys provide critical help with
landlord-tenant conflicts, working to de-escalate
disputes and avoid unnecessary litigation.
Attorneys work with clients to explain their rights
and communicate with opposing parties to
resolve disputes. Volunteers also staff a virtual
help desk in the Kane County Eviction Court,
providing legal information and helping litigants
to understand their rights.
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Illinois has 1,189 unique
laws that collectively act to

limit people with a
record from accessing housing,
employment, education,
and other opportunities.5

Serving Immigrants
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA)
PBN works with individuals who came to
the United States as children and are now
undocumented. DACA allows them to apply
for legal status in the United States, seek
employment, and go to college. Volunteer
attorneys and translators work with clients to
collect necessary documentation and complete
the lengthy application, supporting their efforts
to continue accessing education and building
futures here.

U Visa Immigration
Undocumented immigrants report only 17 percent
of the crimes committed against them.6 Using
protections provided under the federal Violence
Against Women Act, PBN’s project supports
clients who report who report and cooperate with
law enforcement on the crimes committed against
them. Volunteer attorneys assist eligible clients to
file for their U Visa, which grants them permission
to live and work in the United States and can
provide a pathway to lawful permanent residency.

“Today feels like
a dream. I’ve been
wanting this for
over 20 years, and
PBN actually made
it come true.”
~ Vicky, Immigration Client
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10 Years of Building Projects
Incarcerated
Mothers Clinic

Lawyers in the
Classroom
Consumer
Collections
Desk

Tax
Relief

Housing
Choice
Voucher

Divorce

U Visa
Tenant
Eviction
Advocacy

2011

Telephone
Counseling

2012

Senior Center
Initiative

2013
Mock
Trial

Senior Legal
Assistance Clinic

Election
Protection

Orders of
Protection

Juvenile
Expungement

2014

Legislation
Bill
Monitoring

2015

Tenant
Advocacy

Social
Security Benefits
Reconsideration

“Clients often come to PBN with very
difficult situations, and while we can’t
resolve all of their problems, they are
happy that there is someone who will
listen and help in some way.”
~ Tim, Attorney Volunteer
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“I recently met with my first
expungement client. The reward for me
was telling him we would be filing his
petition.”
~ Mary, Attorney Volunteer

& Increasing Access to Legal Aid
Timeline is inclusive of currently active projects as well as those that have been retired.

Online Legal
Counseling
Clinic

DACA

Adult
Guardianship
Wills

2016

2017

2018

Remote
Orders of
Protection
Advanced
Directives for
DuPage Seniors

2019

2020
Adult
Expungement
Petitions

Adult
Expungement
Help Desk
DuPage
Elder Law Clinic

Virtual
Eviction
Help Desk

2021
Guardianship
Litigation

Public
Benefits

Veterans’ Clinic

“It felt really good to help more than
20 elderly clients in a matter of
hours with their end-of-life documents
and give them peace of mind.”
~ Marisa, Project Manager
“The client said that she finally has
mental peace from her prior abusive
life, and expressed her deep gratitude
to PBN.”
~ Linda, Attorney Volunteer
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Finding Safety and Wellness After Divorce
“My PBN
attorneys
are beautiful
people.”
~ Daniel, Divorce Client

Meet Daniel, who moved
here from Mexico with
his family when he was a small child. Daniel
describes himself as a good kid who struggled
for years with his sexual orientation.
He decided to move out and build a life for
himself, working two jobs to make ends meet.
Daniel started dating, and eventually found
himself in a relationship. He and his partner
dated for about a year, then decided to get
married in February 2019.
Daniel says the relationship took a dangerous
turn when his husband started using drugs
and regularly abused Daniel both physically
and verbally, although he was always careful
to not leave marks and/or bruises where they
were easily visible to others. Daniel and his
husband’s friends tried numerous interventions,
but his husband would relapse, and the abuse
would become more frequent and increasingly
violent. After his final relapse, Daniel said his
husband flew into a rage and stormed around
their apartment looking for a hammer “so that
he could do away with me.”
Daniel fled barefoot from the apartment and
ran into the cold, looking for anyone who could
help, as his husband chased him. He ran into
a train stop, where a station worker hid him
in the information kiosk and called the police.
Daniel credits her with saving his life. The police
took him back to his apartment and when his
13

husband returned, Daniel says his husband
blamed everything on him, “He was brutal,” and
very skilled at manipulation and making Daniel
feel guilty for being the “reason” he used drugs.
Even after getting an order of protection against
him, Daniel’s husband continued to harass him,
contacting his employers and putting his job
at risk.
Unsure of where to turn next, Daniel reached
out to his doctor for help. Recognizing he
wasn’t in a good place mentally or physically,
she mentioned the possibility of getting
divorced, and started making some calls to
legal aid agencies on his behalf. This eventually
led him to PBN and volunteers Andrew and
Patrick in February 2020.
Daniel appreciated Patrick and Andrew’s
openness, patience, and persistence and was
floored by their genuine and constant concern
for his safety and well-being, noting “With
every communication and interaction they
asked, ‘How are you doing? Do you feel safe?’”
He concluded by saying, “They are beautiful
people.”
“It has given me a sense of perspective.
Prior to PBN, I had never been exposed to
many of the issues that a large portion of
our society faces every day.”
~ Patrick, Attorney Volunteer
Both Patrick and Andrew appreciate the
opportunity to give back to clients like Daniel
as well and the ability to move on and live their
best lives. Patrick notes, “It has given me a
sense of perspective. Prior to my work with
PBN, I had never been exposed to many of the
issues that a large portion of our society faces
every day.” First-time volunteer Andrew added,
“Volunteering with PBN has helped me feel like
I am giving back to society while also learning
new skills and areas of the law.”

Straight-A Student with Big Plans
“I hope other
young people
can work with
such helpful
attorneys
to have a
better future.”
~ Angela,
Immigration Client

Every high school senior should have big
dreams for their future, but Angela felt
hopeless and too afraid to set goals. Angela
and her family emigrated from Mexico to
the United States when she was only a year
old. As time went on, Angela’s family faced
financial and other issues which kept them
from maintaining their U.S. status while
simultaneously making a return to Mexico
impossible.
Once the DACA program was reinstated,
Angela—a straight-A student interested in
becoming a nurses’ assistant or an ultrasound
technician after college—sought help with the
immigration legal process, which brought her
to PBN. She says of the experience, “I hope
other young people can work with such helpful
attorneys to have a better future.”

Translator Empowers Clients
PBN volunteer translator Patty H. understands
more than Spanish, and uses her experience
to empower other women clients. For Patty,
it’s personal, because most of the cases she’s
translated for have involved domestic violence
and immigration issues.
Her mother came to the United States as
an immigrant and didn’t speak English. She
endured violent abuse while married to Patty’s
father. Patty says as a child, she felt powerless.
As an adult, she experienced emotional and
verbal abuse while in a relationship of her own.
Volunteering as an interpreter for Spanishspeaking women in similar situations, Patty
draws on her experience to empower them.
For Patty, it is gratifying to walk out of meetings
with clients and have them say they are now
optimistic about their future and that of their
children. She notes, “In a way, these women
also represent my mother...They do not need

“These
women don’t
need to feel
hopeless
anymore.”
~ Patty H., PBN Volunteer
Translator

to feel hopeless anymore. They can become
strong independent women and I can help them
in attaining that goal.”
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Support
Funding Sources (2020)

Grants
11%
Corporate
Giving
12%

“I love PBN’s unique model of
identifying gaps in legal representation
and tapping an underutilized resource—
stay-at-home, part-time and retired
attorneys. It’s a brilliant idea and I’m
happy to support them.”
~Wendy, Donor

“PBN draws its volunteers from a truly
motivated group of individuals who
want and need to maintain their legal
skills and they, in turn, provide much
needed legal services to Illinois’ most
at risk populations. It’s brilliant.”
Individual Giving
77%

Revenue and Expenses

~Jen Shapiro, JP Morgan Chase & Co.,
and Advisory Council Member

“PBN clears away barriers to
volunteering with an infrastructure to
support volunteers and clients and
by cultivating relationships and trust
necessary for collaboration with the
legal aid community. It is astonishing,
really, what PBN has done with
relatively modest resources...
I can only imagine what might be
possible with a little more.”
~Laura, Board Member

“I volunteer with PBN because they
make it so easy for me to solve
significant legal issues for real people.
I donate because I know the money is
used to help volunteers assist more
people in need.”
~Jennifer, Volunteer Attorney and
Former Board Member
There are many ways to support PBN.
Learn more at www.pro-bono-network.org.
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Leadership
Board of Directors
Jay Harris, President
Deb Abrahamson, Vice President
Tricia Marks, Treasurer
Laurel Steele, Secretary
Tali Albukerk
Laura Brookes
Marisa Green
Robert Jones
Geegee Kan
Laura Kaufman
Katie O’Brien
Simrit Patel
Donna Peel, Founder
Tiffany Puckett

Staff
Linda Rio
Executive Director
Heena Musabji
Co-Founder and Director of Development

Advisory Council
Nicole Milos, President
American Assoc. of Insurance Services
Laura Jennings, Vice President
Novack and Macey LLP
Annemarie Kill, Secretary/Treasurer
Avery | Kill, LLC
Ayesha Ahmed
Nexus Pharmaceuticals
Adam Hirsch
Roetzel & Andress
Christopher S. Holliday
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
Abbas A. Kanji
Orrington Capital
Sara O’Reilly
Horwood Marcus & Berk Chartered
Kate L. Schaffer
Stout Risius Ross, LLC.
Jennifer Shapiro
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Stephanie Tang
Kogut & Wilson, L.L.C.
Chris Whitfield
McDonald’s Corporation

Sheila Winkelman Pont
Co-Founder and Director of Programming
Bill Vogt
Administrative Volunteer Coordinator

Staff and Board members, 2019
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Leah and Her Journey to Justice
“The PBN
attorneys were
a blessing to
me.”
~ Leah,
Social Security Benefits
Reconsideration Client

In 2017, Leah, a single mother of three,
sustained a fall that resulted in life-changing
injuries and persistent debilitating symptoms.
She experienced hearing loss and nearconstant migraines, and required a cane to
walk. She had ongoing muscle atrophy and
lingering side effects from multiple corrective
surgeries.
These symptoms, coupled with the worry, loss
of independence and income, and uncertainty
around her family’s future, weighed heavily on
Leah.
Fortunately, government programs are in place
to provide support in situations like these.
However, with eight of every 10 initial benefits
applications denied, people often have to go
through a lengthy appeals process to secure
them, and the legal representation necessary to
navigate the process can be cost prohibitive.
Leah needed this kind of help, and PBN came
through, at no cost to her.
PBN volunteer attorneys Pierangela Murphy
(Pierry) and Patti Marino filed her initial
application for benefits in spring 2019. Like so
many others, the initial application for benefits
was denied.
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Leah’s case was complicated by the fact
that she did not have a diagnosis for the
constellation of debilitating symptoms she
was experiencing.
After she had seen nine different doctors
without receiving a diagnosis, her PBN team
advised her to see a pain specialist, who
diagnosed her with Tarlov Cyst Disease, a
disease so rare that it was excluded from the
Social Security Administration’s list of eligible
conditions.
With the new evidence of her diagnosis,
her PBN team submitted an application for
reconsideration in spring 2020, but it, too,
was denied.
PBN did not give up on Leah. Pierry and Patti
requested a hearing before an administrative
law judge.
“She had multiple debilitating symptoms
but no medical diagnosis that would
qualify her for benefits and no physicians
could identify the source of her
severe pain.”
~ Pierry, Volunteer Attorney
Finally, in December 2020, Leah’s
persistence, and that of her PBN team, paid
off. Leah was finally approved to receive
benefits.
Although her road to recovery will be long,
Leah is grateful that she was able to find
the resources that provided the advocacy
she needed. She said, “The PBN attorneys
were a blessing to me… they are absolutely
wonderful people, and professional and
awesome human beings.”

Foundations & Sponsors
We are truly grateful for the continued support from our generous foundations and sponsors:

Alert Protective Services LLC
Avery | Kill LLC
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Burton Partners
Byline Bank
Chapman and Cutler LLP
The Chicago Bar Foundation
Coplan & Crane
Dentons US LLP
DuPage Bar Foundation
Easy Tax Appeals
Garrett Design
Goodsmith Gregg Unruh
Hanley Flight & Zimmerman LLC
Hinsdale Junior Woman’s Club
Illinois Bar Foundation
Incubate IP
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Justinian Society of Lawyers
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Manaaki Foundation
Masters Law
Newman’s Own Foundation
The Nineteenth Century Charitable
Association
Northern Trust
Novack and Macey LLP
Oak Park-River Forest Community
Foundation

Oak Park Women’s Guild
Partners in Effective Philanthropy
Pattishall McAuliffe
Polk Bros. Foundation
The Rotary Club of Oak Park-River Forest
The Sidley Austin Foundation
StoneTurn
Stout
Thompson Coburn LLP
Zagone Studios
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PILI Executive Director Michael Bergmann
and PBN Director of Development
Heena Musabji receiving a grant from the
DuPage Bar Foundation.
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Volunteers
Sabina Abdul-Qadir
Rowena Abrahams
Deb Abrahamson
Thomas Abram
Tatiana Abramova
Abidemi Adeboje
Jon Adler
Sarah Adler
Sara Agate
Ayesha Ahmed
Shama Ahmed
Debra Alavi
Tali Albukerk
Dima Ali
Rukhaya AliKhan
Dustin Allen
Cate Anderson
Noemi Andrade
Grace Angelos
Alma Arauz
Heidi Areaux
Mira Arezina
Sarah Arnett
Brian Axelrad
Seth Axelrad
Mary Bak
Eileen Baker
Dorchinecz
Catie Ballard
Tonya Banks
Valerie Barnes
Dina Barron
Jen Barron
Laurie Barsella
Lauren Barski
Jen Bauer
Julie Bauer
Leslie Bauer
Zachary Baughman
Brendan Bauman
Jalissa Bauman Home
Jennifer Baumann
Jill Becker
Tracie Bedell
Alexandra Bednar
Andrea Belard
Mary Bell
Sheila Beller
Valerie Belmont
Guzman
Dede Berdelle
Amy Bernstein
Felice Bernstein
Tara Bernstein
Iris Berrios
Susan Best
Fionna Bezaire
Julie Bisbee
Donna Blatchford
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Lisa Bleed
Mara Block
Virginia Bloom-Scheirer
Heather Boran
Ileana Bosco
Simone Boutet
Daniela Bovio
Karen Boyd
Andy Brabender
Cindy Brady
Jillian Brady
Diane Branch
Bailey Brandon
Lauren Breit
Lauren Breithaupt
Bill Brenner
Glenn Brewer
Beata Brewster
Maria Bries
Mindy Brimeyer
Laura Brookes
Dee Brown Lee
April Bryant
David Bryant
Jean Buckley
Sara Buehler
Carolyn Burger
Cathleen Calhoun
Wendy Calvert
Jocelyn Camacho
Jonathan Campbell
Catherine Cappel
Brendan Carew
Tom Cargie
Chrystan Carleton
Elissa Caropreso
Morgan Carr
Claire Carrey
Emily Carroll
Jane Carroll
Sheila Carson
Sheera Carthans
Susan Caudell
Alan Cave
Morgan Celik
SaeRom Chakoian
Christy Chapman
Rasika Chetlurr
Amy Chiang
Rajendra Chiplunker
Cindy Cho
Naureen Choudhury
Jennifer Clarke-Smith
Sara Clary
Eric Cohen
Ivy Coleman
Khara Coleman
Meredith Coley
Sam Condon

Elizabeth Cook
Elizabeth Cooper
Melissa Coughlin
Maureen Craig
Noelle Croley
Sarah Cruise
Peter Curtin
Reepal Dalal
Ryan Danahey
Susan Danial
Elaine Davenport
Kristin Davis
Thad Davis
Jennifer De Kock
Ana De Santiago
Giselle Deese
Timothy Deffet
Amanda del Carlo
Christian Deme
John Dickens
Lindsay Ditto
Tim Divis
David Doherty
Mary Jean Dolan
Christine Donnelly
Sarah Donoho Keffer
Nicole Donohue
Michelle Doty
Jessica Drahos
Kjersti Drott
Chris Duczynski
Mary Duffy
Marilyn Dunn
Judith Dussman
Rachel Dvorken
Mary Dycus
Patrice Dziire
Kate Eisenmann-Cabral
Anna Eisner Seder
Ali El Saffar
Naderh Elrabadi
Kristina Entner
Sofia Esquilano
Peter Evans
Victoria Falconi
Mary Farmar
Rita Farrell
Kimberly Fay
Nika Feeney
Beth Fegan
Julia Ferguson
Ann Fisher
Gayle Fisher
Anne Flavin
Louise Fleigel
Roderic Fleming
Ilana Flemming
Melissa Ford
Andrea Forsyth

Sheila Fortinberry
Anne French
Monica Frey
Lisa Friedman
Andrea Fuguet
Kensuke Fukuchi
Anne Galkin
Ashley Galmore
Marlene Galvez
Angel Garcia
Amy Garland
Jessalyn Garvey
Laura Gastel
Mary Eileen Gaudette
Laura Geiger
Hope Geldes
Anne Geraghty Helms
Sara Ghadiri
Andrea GiammicchioHeckman
Elaine Gilman
Christine Giovannelli
Don Glazier
Jennifer Gnolfo
Kelli Goers
Mary Goers
Mary Gofen
Michele Golden
Edith Gomero
Hilary Gordon
Samantha Gordon
Dawn Goulet
Doris Green
Marisa Green
Anne Greenfield
Ninnette Gregory
Terra Gross
Heidi Groulx
Henry Gruber
Laura Gutman
Stephanie Gwyn
Stephen Hackney
Larry Hagen
Kathy Hanley
Laura Hardwicke
Jean Harlow
Jay Harris
Teniece Harris
Kendra Hartman
Tahira Hashmi
Minna Hassaballa
Eyleen Hawkins
Catherine Hayden
Tia Haywood
Linda Heffernan
Navreet Heneghan
Hilary Herold
Patricia Herrera
Danielle Hilgers

Deborah Hill
Brian Hingston
Tristan Hinriksson
Adam Hirsch
Caitlin Hofert
Deborah Hogan
Christopher Holliday
Lynda Holliday
Brian Hoppe
Cathy Horwitz
Helen Huffman
Jenny Hurwitz
Lily Iberra
Jayne Irvin Hopps
Liane Jackson
Rasheda Jackson
Isabella Janusz
Sarah Jaward
Ashley Jenkins
Laura Jennings
Ted Jennings
Christopher Jeske
Robert Jones
Caroline Jones-Shah
Georgia Joyce
Caitlin Judge
Kelvin Kakazu
Geegee Kan
Abbas Kanji
Wajiha Kanji
Samina Kapadia
Naomi Katz
Elizabeth Katzman
Laura Kaufman
Gautham Kaveti
Kristi Kebinger
Mary Kelly
Cindy Kelly
Priya Khatkhate
Sofia Khoubaeva
Annemarie Kill
Hwa Jung Kim
Lori Kim
Stacey Kim
Christine Kizawa
Brigitte Kocheny
Demetra Koelling
Katie Kolon
Renee Kosiarek
Mary Kostopoulos
Andrea Kovach
Linda Kozil
Elizabeth Krepps
Mitchell Krock
Amelia Krolak
Kelly Kubitz
Deepak Kulkarni
Zach Kutchin
MaryEllen Lacy

Laura Lallos
Megan Leger
Tanya Lenko
Castrogiovanni
Karl Leonard
Howard Levin
George Levy
Sarah Levy
Elizabeth Lewis
Kristina Lilleberg
Alan Lindquist
Valerie Lipic
Cheryl Lipton
Atonio Littleton
Melissa Lively
Karla Livney
Shannon Lohrentz
Katy Loster
Anne Lotsoff
Sandra Lovestrand
Catherine Lynott
Joe Lyons
Tracy Madansky
Ryan Mahoney
Maheen Malik
Marisa Mancini
Patrick Manion
Beth Mannix
Karen Mansfield
Sharon Marcisz
Patricia Marino
Patricia Marks
Rachel Marks
Nelle Marshall
Richard Martens
Kate Marzo
Ruth Masters
Lisa Masucci
Daniel May
Debbie McCann
Emily McCann
Megan McClung
Ryan McCready
Daniel McCreary
Vera McDonnell
Erin McFeron
Matt McGinnis
Elizabeth McGinnity
Aaron McKerry
Elizabeth Melara
Elizabeth Mellman
Lily Messih
Patricia Meyer Orler
Charina Michaud
Megan Mikhail
Lisa Milam
Kate Miller
Nicole Milos
Kelly Minshall

Jeannie Mitchell
Maura Mitchell
Kamryn Moe
Marianne Moore
Raven Moore
Toni Moore
Mary Moran
Zachary Morris
Maaria Mozaffer
Pierangela Murphy
Amaan Musabji
Heena Musabji
Nakshab Nadeem
Olga Nakonechna
Mary Ellen Nelligan
Anne Nelson
Julianne Nery
Charlotte Newman
Chun-Ling Ng
Jennifer Nichols
Amy Nixon
Elise Norcini
William North
Marcella Novellano
Imeh Ntuen
Angela O’Brien
Barbara O’Brien
Kathleen O’Brien
Katie O’Brien
Djuana O’Connor
Liz O’Hara Johnson
Susan O’Neal
Sara O’Reilly
Sarah Olson
Rosa Ordaz
Chinni Orellana
Trevor Orsinger
Edgar Ortiz
Karyn Osinowo
Debra Osmond
Amy Ostrander
Jenelle Oyekan
Barb Pagniucci
Arnold Pagniucci
Maria Pani Flores
Nicholas Panos
Simrit Patel
Jessica Paul
Donna Peel
Maria Pellegrino
Shondella Peten
Daphnee Pierre
Susan Piha
Ann Pikus
Magda Piper
Debra Piper
Jim Placzkiewicz
Amy Pokras
Molly Polins

Sheila Pont
Anthony Porcelli
Susan Portland
James Poznak
Clara Prouty
Christine Puch
Tiffany Puckett
Christina Putman
Farrah Qazi
Mona Rafeeq
Katherine Raynal
Patrick Raynor
Michelle Records
Alina Reeves
Julie Renehan
Richard Rettberg
Kimberly Rhoten
Cheryl Richards
Diana Rigas
Linda Rio
Kristen Ritter
Suzanne Ritzler
Cathaleen Roach
Jesse Roberts
Sarah Roberts
Abigail Rogers
Maria Rosales
Lida Rosenfelder
Dina Ross
Jacqueline Ross
Steve Rowe
Angelina Russo
Debbie Ryan
Iris Saavedra Zaldivar
George Sachs
Anni Safarloo
Curt Sahakian
Maria Salazar
Jeff Salling
Vanessa Santana
Stacie SaundersWatson
Zain Sayed
Kate Schaffer
Shari Schindler
Jami Schlafer
Marilyn Schlesinger
William Schmelling
Usha Schmit
Jody Schneiderman
Gloria Schwartz
Sylvia Schweri
Cinzia Segal
Marwan Sehwail
Jeremy Sell
Melissa Senatore
Jessica Sendek
Ken Sezer
Clarissa Shah

Jennifer Shapiro
Andrew Sharp
Brittany Shaw
Kim Shean
Jennifer Shelly
Edlira Shero
Gretchen Sherwood
Ken Shiner
Sylvia Shweri
Gillian Siegel
Michelle Sieger
Marion Sirefman
Michelle Siu
Elizabeth Skalitzky
Tim Skelly
Quynh Skiven
Charlie Sloan
Heather Smedstad
Judy Smith
Kimberly Smith
Maciej Sokolowski
Viktor Sosa
Barbara Sosin
Gina Spada
Robin Spencer
Jola Staniszewska
Maraya Steadman
Laurel Steele
Karen Stelmach
Anna Sterk
Derrick Strong
Ammy Sun
Caitlan Sussman
Miriam Szatrowski
Jeannette Tamayo
Stephanie Tang
Renu Thamman
Prerna Tomar
Ellen Tombaugh
Jessica Tovrov
Jenni Townsend
Tammy Travis
Brenda Treml
Kate Tuma
Matt Tushman
Lizzy Ullman
Lynn Ulrich
Jennifer Valentine
Donna Van Polen
Jenny Vanacker
Heather Vanderberg
Maritza Vega
Betsy Vejseli
Caroline Vickrey
Nikhil Vijaykar
Bill Vogt
Rob Von Scoyoc
Pallav Vora
Marie Wade

Colin Waller
Mark Wallin
Laura Ward
Lori Watkins Owens
Howard Wax
Christine Wee
Mary Ann Weicher
Jacob Weiss
Shavon M. Wesley
Laura Wetterer
Ethan White
Lawrence White
Christopher Whitfield
Doug Whitney
Lisa Wiggin
Dawn Willow
Rissa Winkelman
Karen Wolf-Kaspar
Jeffrey Wood
Elizabeth Wood
Tersiet Workneh
Jennifer Wu
Kathy Wyman
Tracy Wysockey
Kathleen Yannias
Laura Yockey
Laura Young
Iftekhar Zaim
Jessica Zehner
Cynthia Zeltwanger
Snow Zhong McDonald
Brianna Zielke
Grace Zimmerman
Dianne Zimmerman
Stojanka Zjalic
Tania Zubkus
Elizabeth Zurek

We’ve made every effort to
include all volunteers. If we
inadvertently left you off,
please contact us at
info@pro-bono-network.org.
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Visualizing the Need and Your Impact
What Happens When You
Can’t Afford An Attorney?
Devastating Effects of Inaccessibility
When you’re unable to afford legal
representation, you can experience
devastating, pervasive, and long-lasting
destabilizing effects, which affect your
family and community.

Nationwide, it is estimated
that 71% of low-income
households experienced
at least one civil legal
problem during the
past year.7

Loss of Employment
When you’re unable to address
issues like immigration status
and/or prior criminal record,
you may lose your job or be
unable to find employment.

In Illinois, there is

Loss of Housing
Rent moratoriums last only
so long. When you’re facing
eviction, legal representation
is critical.

1 pro bono attorney
for every 4,752 legal
issues faced by people
experiencing poverty.8

Loss of Autonomy
You don’t want the state making
property, healthcare, or end-oflife decisions for you. An advocate
documenting your wishes provides
peace of mind.
Loss of Social Benefits
The initial denial rate for Social
Security disability benefits is
nearly 80 percent. Without
legal assistance, most denials
are upheld during the appeals
process.
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Nearly 500,000

low-income residents
of Cook County will have
a legal need
this year.9

We Need Your Help
Donate and Support

Volunteer

Monetary Donation. When you give to PBN,
you will provide justice for those in need without
duplicating resources. Your gift transforms lives
for a better future.

Attorneys. Whether you are active, inactive, or
retired, visit us online to explore opportunities,
sign up for our newsletter, and contact us
directly.

Stock Donation. When you donate stock, in
addition to making an impact on the lives of
others, you may also avoid paying capital
gains tax.

Translators. One of the greatest barriers to
getting legal help is language. If you can interpret
or translate, please join us to help even more
people. Certification is not required.

Leave a Legacy. Your estate gift can make a
difference for generations to come.

Expertise. In order to grow and evolve as
an organization, we need volunteers with
expertise in many areas including photography,
fundraising, marketing, grant writing, publicity,
editing, project management, finance and
many more. Volunteer today!

Become a sponsor. Your business sponsorship
can empower attorneys with the tools to legally
serve low-income individuals, and align with your
organization’s goals of making our community a
better place.

“You are changing lives with this
important work.”

~ The Honorable Don Harmon,
Illinois Senator and Senate President

708.665.3359
www.pro-bono-network.org
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Pro Bono Network
P.O. Box 469
Oak Park, IL 60303
708.665.3359
www.pro-bono-network.org

